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ORGANIZED OR OREGONIZED

Those of us who gave serious consideration to the

uqestion, ''Shall we be Organized or Oregonized," pro-

posed to us by our eminent visitor a few weeks ago,

undoubtedly dismissed the subject from our minds Avhen

we learned that the Federal Court of Oregon had de-

clared the Oregon Law unconstitutional. But this is

not a signal for a relaxation on our part. A truly

notable victory was gained in Oregon, but it was a tri-

umph in what was really but a preliminary skirmish in

the war for the protection of the Catholic schools. Fol-

loAving immediately in the wake of the Federal Court's

decision comes the announcement from Governor Pierce,

of Oregon, that that State mil carry its case to the

Supreme Court of the United States and will seek final

decision on the question of State interference with the

will of parents in regard to primary education. The
defenders of the private schools will welcome the test

and feel confident of victory, which, if won, will for all

time prevent the revival of this misguided movement in

any part of the country.

The struggle began in Oregon with the passage of

the law requiring parents to send their children, between

the ages of eight "and sixteen years, to the public

schools. Certainly, no process of reasoning can

justify the passage of such a law. If the educa-

tion which children received in private schools,

Catholic or non-Catholic, were in any way in-

ferior to that received in the public schols, the

author of the law might claim the good of the nation

as a motive. But private school education cannot be

inferior; it must measure up to the standard set by the

State. Not only do private schools measure up to this

standard, but in the majority of eases they surpass it.

The greater opportunity for personal attention and the

more whole-souled interest on the part of the teachers

in private schools, supplement the superficial education

that the public schools give, with religious education,

and character training. Furthermore, the parents of

private school children are forced by law to contribute

to public education which they do not use, thus making

what is practically a double contribution to State edu-

cational departments. Considering these facts it seems

indeed strange that such a law could possibly pass a rep-

resentative Legislature. Yet the fact remains that it

was passed and approved by the Governor. A Catholic

sisterhood and a private s(;liool brought an injunction

suit into the Oregon F(;di!ni.l Court. The court decided

that the law coiitjiined not only the rights of private

schools but also lh(' righl of parents to send their chil-

dren to these schools.

An analysis ol' I he events in Oregon should of itself

" contain a timely warning. That bigotry was the primary

force directing Ihe aiiMiors ol' the law cannot be doubted,

but where did Ihe Forces ol! bigotry recruit their

strength? Ev(!i'y n!|)resentative Protestant sect was
aligned with tlu! advocates of tolerance in the fight

against the law. What then was the sinister influence

that was strong enough to secure the passage of a bill

to whicli Catholics ajjd Protestants alike were opposed?

Surely here is food for serious thought.

The forces behind this movement must be powerful,

otherwise they could not have accomplished what they

havCj but they are not so powerful tliat they cannot be

thwarted in their designs by a unified Catholic laity

fighting for their cherished privileges as American citi-

zens. Shall this unprincipled and bigoted attack deprive
us of these national rights? The answer. Catholic lay-

men, rests with you. —,]. W, P., '25.

JUNIOR WEEK

The Junior Class, in inaugurating Junior Week this

year, hopes to establish something which will become an

annual event at Villanova. Too little attention has been

given in the past few years to class activities. Classes

have limited themselves to one or two social affairs

during the entire term. This year, however, if the plans

of the Junior class materialize, will witness a revival of

class spirit and activity.

The committee in charge has arranged an interesting

program. Starting immediately after the return of the

students from the Easter vacation there will be one

round after another of social activity until the end of

the week, when the members of the Class will hold a

banquet in one of the leading hotels of Philadelphia.

The regulation attire for the Juniors during this week

will be white hats, bearing the class numerals, white

flannels and canes.

On Tuesday morning the program will be opened by

a, tug of war between the Sophomore Class and the

Junior Class. In the afternoon the two classes will meet
on Varsity Field to decide the supremacy in baseball.

No member of the Varsity squad will be permitted to

take part in this game as the committee is desirous of

furnishing the spectators with a thrill by presenting for

their approval, "Baseball that is different."

Wednesday afternoon the members of the Class will

attend the baseball game between Holy Cross and Villa-

nova Varsity. In the evening the Senior Class, the Var-
sity and members of the visiting team will be the guests

of the Junior Class at an informal dance to be held in

Alumni Hall. /v;;;'V''.:.;';c;>;;v-^-yv::':^ ::'.- ^::--:::''<'-'-:^--y\^v^

V Thursday will be the big day of the week. Boston
College will play the Varsity. And as this is considered

the most important game of the season it will add great-

ly to the interest taken ])y the student body. In the

evening the Junior Prom will be held. With the pos-


